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Answer these questions in your home learning book.
1. Write down five verbs used to describe what people do in Anna’s city.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Describe Anna’s city. 
3. Why was Anna bored? 
4. What things did the children sell? 
5. Anna was feeling jealous of the girls. Why? 
6. Why does Grandfather say Anna is lucky>? 
7. What do you think Anna will do next?
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Anna Hibiscus lives in Africa. Amazing
Africa. She and her family live in a big
white house in a beautiful garden in the
middle of a compound. All around the
compound is a wide white wall. Outside
the wall is the city.
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It is a big African city of lagoons and There are millions and millions of people

bridges and roads, of skyscrapers and shanty in Anna Hibiscus’s city: people ‘being bom

towns. Ships and boats sail up and down the and people dying, people growmg' up and

lagoons, which wind through the city from people growing old, people smd?'mg and
the sea to the rainforest. Ships and boatg people working, working, working. Pe?Ple
loaded with people and goats and goods, walking, running, driving; singing, talking,
Every road is jammed with hundreds shouting; laughing and fighting; buying
and thousands of cars, buses, taxis and and selling. The city is always busy and
motorbikes, all loaded with people and all noisy and loud.

blowing their horns.
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the neighbours had gone home. The big

cousins were at school and aunties and

uncles were at work.

relatives had returned to thej

There were now only the daytime sounds
of little cousins playing and a few aunties,
sometimes singing, sometimes scolding.
There were now only the evening sounds
of uncles laughing and discussing. Sometimes
only the murmur of Grandmother and
Grandfather’s soft words could be heard.

Anna Hibiscus was bored of this quiet.

She was bored of playing with her cousins;
bored of housework with her mother; bored

of listening quietly to Grandmother and
Grandfather.

e 'axe‘ ed t and at AN ot
the city. She knew all the girls who stood
outside the gate selling fruit and vegetables
from baskets piled high on their heads. She

knew the women who squatted in the road

the

frying plantains and plaiting hair for money.
She knew the small boys who sold matches.
They all called and sang to the people

passing on foot, or in cars and buses and
bikes: “COME AN’ BUY! COME AN’ BUY!”
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and screamed and laughed
and talked to everybody.,
They ran after passing q
cars for money held out of
opened windows. They
fought off goats who ate the
plantains. They chased
off children who stole their

oranges. The gitls at the

4 Plantajp,
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. Maan many times Anna Hibiscus

ked her mother and her father,
as

andmother and her
andfat:her, “Abeg, Papa,
e

want to sell oranges

at the gate-”
But Grandfather

always laughed-
4 Ah-ah, Anna

Hibiscus, why do you

want to sell oranges?

You are a lucky girl. _

You have a father and a d

mother who work for you.

Even I, when I was young, worked

for you: for our beautiful big white house,

for our garden where you can play and pick

you do not know how lucky
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