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Questions:
1. Where does Anna live? Use adjectives in your answer.
2. Who does Anna live with?
3.  Do you think Anna’s mum liked sleeping in a room all on her own? How do you know?
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Would you like a room on your own or to share with a brother or sister? Why?
5.  Is Anna looking forward to her holiday? Why?
6.  What is everybody’s job on holiday going to be?
7. Describe your dream holiday!
8. What is your favourite word from the story? Why?
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But the next week, Anna’s father said,
“Anna Hibiscus, we are going on holiday.
Your mother and myself with you and those
brothers of yours. We will stay in a house
on the beach.”

“Only us?” asked Anna. This was incredible.

“Only us,” said her father. “A quiet
holiday.”

Anna Hibiscus’s mother smiled.

“But, Papa,” said Anna, “who is
going to cook and shop and clean and .
everything? Who will take care of Double
Trouble? What about me? Who will
play with?”

“Iwill help your mother to organize
everything,” Anna’s father told her. “You,
Anna Hibiscus, will take care of your
brothers. You can play with them.”

“But they are babies!” wailed Anna.

“Exactly!” said e father. “Now,
enough problems. Let us pack.”
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Anna Hibiscus on Holiday

Anna Hibiscus lives in Africa. Amazing
Africa. She lives in an old white house with
balconies and secret staircases. A wonderful
house in a beautiful garden inside a big
compound. The trees are full of sweet ripe
fruit and the flowers are full of sweet juicy
nectar because this is Africa, and Africa can
be like this. Outside the compound is the
city. An amazing city of lagoons and bridges

and roads, of skyscrapers and shanty towns.
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Anna Hibiscus lives with her mother,
who is from Canada; her father, who is
from Africa; her grandmother and her
grandfather; her aunties and her uncles;

lots and lots of cousins; and her twin
baby brothers, Double and Trouble.

There are s0 many people in Anna’s
family that even she cannot count them all.
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Anna Hibiscus is never lonely. There
are always cousins to play and fight with;
uncles and aunties are always laughing
and shouting; and her mother or father
and grandmother and grandfather are
always around.

To be alone in Anna Hibiscus'’s house
you have to hide. Sometimes Anna
squeezes into some cool, dusty,

forgotten place and waits for
that exciting moment when
her family begins to call
- and then a cousin

or uncle finds her

and her aunties
thank God!
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One day, Annas mother told the family
that in Canada she grew up in a house
with only her mother and her father.

“What!” cried Auntie Grace. “All alone?
Only the three of you?”

“Yes, and I had a room all of my own,”
Anna’s mother said wistfully.

Anna’s grandmother looked at her.

“Dey made you sleep alone?” she asked.

“It was not a punishment,” Anna’s
mother said. “It was a good thing to have
my own room.”

Anna Hibiscus and her cousins looked at
each other. Imagine! Sleeping alone. Alone
in the dark!

“Nobody likes to sleep alone,” said Anna’s
grandmother.

Anna Hibiscus laid her warm brown
cheek on her mother’s white arm. “Don’t
worty, Mama,” she said. “You have all of
us now. You will never be alone again.”
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